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Task of the Church









           Lecture 6

Title: Worship/ The Agency of NC Worship (TC-6)
Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the vital role of the Holy Spirit in NC worship, how to identify it, and how to benefit from it.

Introduction 

1. In our previous studies we have already considered some introductory perspectives in worship, the object of worship, the rule of worship, the form or elements of NC worship. Now we will move to consider the agency of NC worship. 
2. Now here I am using the word “agency” to mean the medium or means by which something is accomplished. And according to the Scriptures, it is by the work of the Holy Spirit that NC worship can be accomplished. Without Him, NC worship will never become a reality.
Trans:
As we consider this subject, let us first consider...

I.
THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF THE SPIRIT’S AGENCY IN WORSHIP
...There are two passages of Scriptures that speak clearly of the Spirit’s agency in worship.
A.
Eph 2:18 (READ) – “through Him”, through Jesus Christ – “we both”, believing Jews and believing 
Gentiles
1. It is through the mediation of Jesus Christ, who is our peace, that we have access to the Father. But this drawing near to God through the mediation of Jesus Christ is also made a reality by the working of the Holy Spirit in us. It is by means of His working that we are able to truly draw near to the Father through the mediation of Jesus Christ. It is by His working that we are able to worship the Father in spirit and in truth.
2. Therefore, the agency of the Holy Spirit in drawing near to God, or in worship, is crucial. Apart from Him NC worship will never be reality.
B.
Phil 3:1-3 (READ) - “we are the true circumcision” – the true people of God – who’s circumcision is not outward in the flesh but of the heart by the Spirit (Rom 2:28-29). Then note Paul explains who are the true people of God under the NC by three descriptive clauses - “who worship in (or by) the Spirit of God, glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh”.
1. The very first distinguishing mark of the true circumcision, the true people under the NC, is that they “worship in (or by) by the Spirit of God.” 

2. Without the aid and assistance of the Holy Spirit no part of the worship of God can be rightfully performed. It is by the workings of the Holy Spirit in us that we are able to truly worship God.
Trans: But then that leads us to consider...
II.
THE MARKS OR EVIDENCE OF THE SPIRIT’S AGENCY IN WORSHIP
A. What the marks or evidence of the Spirit’s agency in our worship? The basic principle here is that the “Spirit does what the Spirit is”. 
B. And what does the Bible say about the Spirit, which indicates what He does?
1. He is the Spirit of truth (John 14:17). Therefore, when the Spirit is active, we receive spiritual illumination and understanding of the truth. The word of God comes alive and sheds light into our souls that have been darkened by sin. 
2. Moreover, the Spirit is also the Spirit of Adoption. Therefore, when the Spirit is active, we have a sense of assurance and confidence in our relationship with God - Gal 4:5
3. Furthermore, the Spirit is also the Holy Spirit. Therefore, when the Spirit of active, there is a sense of reverence and contrition – 1Cor 14:15 “so he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.” This is confirmed in historical records of true revivals where there is a heightened degree of the Spirit’s activity. The result is a deep sense of reverence and contrition in the worship of God amongst the people of God.
4. Finally, the Spirit is also the Helper or Comforter. Therefore, when the Spirit is active, there will also be comfort - joy, peace, hope – Acts 9:31; 13:52; Rom 14:17 (READ).  
Trans:
Now that leads us finally to....
III.
THE MAINTENANCE OF THE SPIRIT’S AGENCY IN WORSHIP
....How do we maintain the Spirit’s agency in worship? Two things.
A.
Do you grieve the Holy Spirit – Eph 4:30 (READ). 

1. Implied here is that the Holy Spirit can be grieved. He can be made sorrowful. And when He is grieved, His workings and activity in us and amongst us will be diminished. And this will rob us of the life and power that we need in our worship. 
2. And it is here were many err. When the worship service of a church has become dull and lifeless, suppose experts in worship would immediately recommend that the church infuse new life into the worship service by jazzing up the music, buying drums and loud speakers, and other modern entertaining innovations into the worship service. But these solutions will only pervert the worship of God and it does not really deal with the church’s main problem. For what is the real problem? A grieved Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit is grieved, His workings and activity in us and amongst us is diminished. And when His workings and activity is us and amongst is diminished, then our worship services will become dull and lifeless. And no amount of modern entertaining innovations can ever give back true spiritual life in the worship services. They will only pervert the worship of God.
3. But how do we avoid grieving the Holy Spirit? The context of Eph 4:30 will provide for us the answer. 

a. Honestly in our dealings with one another – Eph 4:25 (READ). i.e. Is something wrong? No, when there really is. Were you offended? No, when you really were. 
b. Handle righteous anger properly - Eph 4:26-27 (READ) “When you are angry, do not sin”. What is implied here is that not all anger is sinful. But righteous anger must be handled rightly or you will grieve the Holy Spirit.  You must avoid blowing up – outburst of anger. Also you must avoid claming up – do not let the sun go down on your answer. And you must avoid slander – do not give the Devil or the literally the Slanderer an opportunity. If you do not handle even righteous anger rightly, you will grieve the Holy Spirit of God.
c. Considerateness – Eph 4:28 (READ). Why would anyone steal the property of anther? Because he is only thinking about himself and not of others. But Paul says that one must let go of this attitude of inconsiderateness and labor so as to even share with those who are in need. And so what at the heart here is considerateness. If a person is only thinking about himself, “my needs, my struggles, my problems, my joys, my...my...my” – this grieves the Holy Spirit. We must be concern about the needs of others.
d. Wholesome and Edifying conversation – Eph 4:29 (READ). Our conversation must be geared towards ministering to the needs of others, not satisfying our own selfish desires. When our conversation becomes self-oriented and self-promoting, it becomes unedifying and unwholesome and it grieves the Holy Spirit.
e. A gracious disposition – Eph 4:31-32 (READ). 

4. If we are to avoid grieving the Holy Spirit, then let us see to it that we cultivate these matters in our relationship one with another. Failure to implement these specifics is the principal way we grieve the Holy Spirit. And when the Spirit is grieve, then our worship will become dull and lifeless.
B.
Continually being filled with the Spirit - Eph 5:18-19 (READ) 
1.
And here we have an imperative or a command. It is our duty to be filled with the Spirit.
2.
And how? 

a. By obeying the Spirit’s commands given in the Scriptures and, thus, giving His control over our lives. To be drunk with wine means to be under the control of wine. To be filled with the Spirit is to be under the control of the Spirit. And how do we let the Spirit control us? But obeying the Spirit’s commands give to us in the Scriptures.
b. By continually asking God fresh supplies of the Holy Spirit – Lk 11:13; Phil 1:19 (READ). 
Conclusion

1. Nothing and no one can duplicate the Spirit’s role in our worship. Apart from Him our worship will be dull and lifeless. And no amount of innovation on our part can bring life back to our worship. Those invocations will only pervert our worship and we will end up with carnal entertain rather than true worship.
2. Therefore, let us never take lightly the role of the Holy Spirit in our worship. 
